News Release 

You may have noticed something different about our school’s web site. ABC Primary School has joined a program called sponsor-ed that uses school web sites to generate fund raising dollars. 

sponsor-ed (the people behind the program) provide us with a free web site, free hosting, training and on-going support. Websites of comparable quality can cost in excess of $7,000.

A lot has changed in the digital world since we first implemented our school’s web site. Back then we hadn’t heard of Google, Wikipedia, ebay and the ipod was still pure fantasy.

One of the most significant changes has been the ability of websites to generate sponsorship funds if enough people visit a site. It’s a lot like the newspaper world. The more people that see the advertisers message, the more money the publisher can earn. Today, almost by accident, we find ourselves as publishers. 

The fund raising dollars we can earn is tied directly to the number of pageviews our web site receives and the sponsors we have on our site. The school has total control over which sponsors are represented on our site. 

What’s a pageview? It’s simply a way of measuring how many times our web site is viewed by our community.

One of the things you could do now to help get our web visits up is to turn your computer’s home page to that of the school. You may never have thought much about your homepage or how to change it, but doing so is very easy. On our web site you’ll notice a big orange button in the top right hand corner, ‘Make this my home page’ – just press it and your homepage will become that of the school’s.

Apart from the fundraising, the web site has many wonderful and useful features;

· Today’s weather and forecast
· A dynamic calendar that will be able to update your own Outlook calendar on your own computer automatically (coming June)

· Search for key words on the site 

· Google searching from the site

· Links to local sporting fixtures

· Save the environment, get your newsletters online. When the newsletter’s been uploaded, we’ll send you an email to let you know it’s now available

· Fortnightly Michael Grose article, acclaimed parenting expert

· And much more coming over the coming months

I hope you support this innovative initiative and if you have any ideas on the content that you would like to see on the site please let me know.

And if you’re not familiar with our web site address it is http://www.........................
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