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School
website
ads a
big hit

Denis Masseni

John Masanauskas
education reporter

CASH-strapped public
schools are set to reap
tens of thousands of
dollars a year from adver-
tising on their websites.

Sponsors including banks,
car makers, travel companies
and charities are lining up for
the opportunity to advertise
to school communities.

School councils have the
power to approve ads, but the
state Education Department
will consider developing
guidelines to help schools deal
with the new trend.

More than a dozen govern-
ment schools in Melbourne’s
east run websites that have
been provided free in return
for advertising space.

They include Wattle Park,
Greythorn, Mont Albert, Kew
and Glen Iris primary schools,
and Kew High School.

The schools are encourag-
ing parents and other com-
munity members to visit the
sites because the more hits
that are made, the more
revenue is earned.

Dozens of other schools
have also signed deals with
c o m p u t e r d e s i g n f i r m
sponsor-ed, which has a for-
mer primary school principal
on its team.

Wattle Park Primary assis-
tant principal Randal Sy-
mons explained that online
ads were a new way for
schools to make money amid
funding shortages.

‘‘It’s potentially a significant
amount of money,’’ he said.
‘‘The fact that it generates
funds itself so you don’t have
to do anything is even better.’’

Mr Symons said his school
was able to vet sponsors —

ads from companies spruiking
alcohol or junk food would not
be accepted.

‘‘As long as advertisers are
ethically sound and fit in with
the philosophy of our school
we wouldn’t have a problem
with that,’’ he said.

Sponsor-ed director Denis
Masseni said schools could
expect to earn between
$10,000 and $30,000 a year,
depending on the number of
site visits.

‘‘Sponsorship in schools
has been there forever, but
it’s usually been in the form
of a donation rather than
something more commer-
cial,’’ he said.

‘‘What we’re doing is pack-
aging it and giving it a lot
more strength in numbers.’’

Mr Masseni said the websites
contained school information
such as newsletters and key
dates, and would eventually
allow parents to make transac-
tions such as paying fees and
submitting forms.

Parents Victoria executive
officer Gail McHardy said she
welcomed the concept, pro-
vided advertisers were care-
fully scrutinised.

Lights, phone, action
A PHONE that can shoot
high-definition videos was a
crowd-stopper at the mobile
industry’s major annual event
last week.

Samsung’s Omnia HD was
unveiled at the Mobile World
Congress in Barcelona.

With many more bells and
whistles than Apple’s iPhone,
it also has an eight megapixel
camera, an LED-based 9.25cm
touch screen, 16GB memory

and GPS navigation. It is likely
to sell for more than $1000.

Touch screens were widely
touted as the future of
mobiles, with most major
brands featuring them.

Phones ranged in size from
one small enough to wear as
jewellery to another large
enough to double as a laptop.

All the latest mobiles,
Extratech, in Guide today

New curriculum to
embrace cultures
SCHOOL students will be
required to embrace multi-
culturalism and respect the
‘‘special place’’ of Aboriginal
culture under the Federal
G ov e rnm e nt ’ s nat iona l
curriculum.

Students also will be taught
to work in harmony with
others, especially cultures in
the Asia-Pacific region.

The measures were re-
vealed yesterday as Mel-
bourne University announced
a degree course for indige-
nous students whose school
results weren’t good enough
for entry to the university.

National Curriculum Board
chairman Prof Barry McGaw
said respect for diversity
would play a big role in the
curriculum, which was due to
be implemented from 2011.

The NCB yesterday re-
leased a draft progress re-
port, The Shape of the Na-
tional Curriculum.

It said the curriculum
would include a strong focus
on literacy and numeracy
skills, but also enable stu-
dents to build ‘‘social and
emotional intelligence’’.

– John Masanauskas

Mersina Halvagis

Award for crime fighters
CEMETERY murder victim
Mersina Halvagis has been
honoured with the establish-
ment of an award for com-
munity crime fighting.

The first winner of the
Mersina Halvagis Award,
sponsored by Crime Stoppers
Victoria, is Bandu Dissa-
nayake, owner and editor of
Melbourne-based Sri Lankan
newspaper Pahana.

Crime Stoppers chief execu-
t ive Peter Sprott sa id
Pahana helped build support
for the scheme within the Sri
Lankan community.

Mersina Halvagis’ father,
George — a Crime Stoppers
ambassador — said his family
were proud to support the
new award.

‘‘If the community supports
Crime Stoppers, we can

reduce the suffering for other
people,’’ he said.
THE Herald Sun won a Crime
Stoppers International media
award at the function at
Government House. Editor-
in-chief Phil Gardner accepted
the award for best crime-of-
the-week coverage in commun-
ities with a population of five
million or more.

Crime Stoppers, Page 32

Nice to meat you: What appears to be deadly is actually a T-rex mum tending to her baby. Pictures: DAVID CAIRD

It’s a life and breath struggle

Here’s looking at you, kid: Sonny Tilders examines his handiwork in the creations.

THESE giants are set to rock
the US.

The prehistoric monsters
are the creation of Mel-
bourne’s Creature Technol-
ogy Company, which was res-
ponsible for the world-
renowned Walking With Di-
nosaurs Arena Spectacular.

Originally hatched at a
Docklands workshop, the
team recreated species from
the 200 million-year reign of
dinosaurs.

Creative director Sonny
Tilders yesterday got close to
some of his creations, which
will be part of a stage show in
the US.

Helped by a team of 50 —
including engineers, fabrica-
tors, skin makers, artists and
animatronic experts — Mr
Tilders took more than a year
to build the dozen beasts.


